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Honorable William D. Clark 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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Dr. Osvaldo Mercuri, a distinguished member of the Faculty of Medicine, 
University of La Plata,’ Argentina, has written me recently about his nephew, 
a fifth year medical student, who has been in detention for more than five- 
years, though three separate courts have declared him to be innocent of 
wrongdoing. He was arrested in 1975 on suspicion of being linked with 
guerillas; he has been brought to trial and acquitted three times; and, 
very significantly, the American Consulate in Buenos Aires has formally 
certified that nothing bars the young man’s being admitted into the United 
States. 


The circumstances strongly suggest that the Professor Mercuri ’s nephew is 
now still incarcerated, not because of concern about his possible partici- 
pation in political matters, but simply because of administrative inertia. 
Professor Mercuri, however, lacks means of bringing the situation to the 
attention of responsible decision-makers. The young man in question wants 
to leave Argentina in order to recommence a seemingly promising career in 
medicine. 

Might this not be a suitable occasion for an exercise of quiet diplomacy 
that, without strident generalizing, might manifest our country’s continuing 
concern for justice? I most respectfully urge you to bring to the attention 
of Argentina’s government the plight of this person, authoritatively adjudged 
to be innocent. Efforts toward securing his release need not be publicized. 

If steps were taken, however, good will toward our country, and confidence 
in its good Intentions would be st renghthened in South American scientific 
circles. 

The particulars concerning the man about whom I write are as follows: 

Name: Enrigue Jose Mercuri 

Date of birth: October 19, 1950 

Document: LE No. 8.383.289 


Place of detention: Unidad Carcelarie No. 9 

dela cludad de La Plata 


Ill 


I enclose a copy of Consul Wilbur W. Hitchcock's certificate of Mav 4, 
1979, attesting to Mr. Mercuri’s eligibility for an American visa. 


Respect f ully^yours, 

Alfred Cellhorn, M.D. 
Visiting Professor 


cc: Hon. John Bushnell 

Assistant Secretary of State for Latin American Affairs 


Hon. Ernest Le fever 

Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 
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